Story Writing: Retelling a Traditional Tale

Aim:

Prior Learning: Resources:

Discussing writing similar to that which It will be useful if children are already familiar with | Lesson Pack

they are planning to write in order to the story of Jack and the Beanstalk, or a similar Larae poster paper
understand and learn from its structure, | traditional tale from a different culture. gep Pap
vocabulary and grammar. Glue stick

You could use our Jack and the Beanstalk

| can use a traditional tale to help me e-book in guided reading prior to this lesson for a | Thick felt tips (one per child)
retell the story.

simple version. Sticky-tack

Bell/chime bar/tambourine/etc.

words.

| can retell a traditional tale in my own

of a sheet of poster paper.

SPaG Prompt Cards - as required

Sheet - as required

Success Criteria: Key/New Words: Preparation:
| can describe characters in a traditional | Jack, Giant, mother, cow, magician, stranger, Make one set of Jack and the Beanstalk Stick
tale. beans, beanstalk, castle, hen, harp. Puppets per group.

Print one set of Jack and the Beanstalk
Character Maps and stick each one in the centre

Jack and the Beanstalk Storyboard Activity

Learning Sequence

()

Fee, Fi, Fo, Fum! Give out sets of Jack and the Beanstalk Stick Puppets to mixed-ability groups. Children discuss
who the characters are, how they are linked together and which story they might come from.

D
Can the children identify a traditional tale from the characters?
N\ Who's Who? Elicit the names of the key characters in the story (including the hen and harp) and feedback to the
w&}e,gs board. Show the Jack and the Beanstalk Character Maps and spread them around the room (on walls or tables).
S
Can the children remember main characters in a traditional tale?
,’\ Character Maps: Children work in pairs to add details to Character Map posters about each character. Encourage
YL them to include physical features, facts about the character (e.g. their home/family) and personality information.
T Give 2 minutes per character, then move around, so all children have had a chance to read and add details to

the full set of characters. (It doesn’t matter if someone else has already written the same thing - the activity
helps to consolidate the characters in every child’s mind.) Pin the posters up around the room and read out a few
descriptions from each one. Discuss words and phrases which capture the imagination.

Can children describe different aspects of a character?

N
$

%

Once Upon a Time..: Discuss good listening skills. In small groups, children take turns to do a round-robin retelling
of the story to their friends, using the Stick Puppets and Character Maps to support. Encourage them to add lots
of detail about the characters and settings, including the beanstalk itself. Give 1 minute to talk, then ring a bell or
other signal and swap to the next child. (If the group finishes the story, ask them to go round again, starting from a
different person and adding even more detail this time.)

Can children use the resources to retell the traditional tale?
Children could use the Jack and the Give children a SPaG focus for their turn
Beanstalk Storyboard Activity Sheet to by choosing a card from the pack of SPaG
remind them of the story. Prompt Cards. As they talk, they have to

try and incorporate an example of whatever
is on the card.
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