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Plants: Jack and the Beanstalk
English | Year 3 | Topic Overview

Health & Safety
When handling soil and plants, remind children about hand hygiene and 
ensure hands are washed thoroughly after the planting activity. 

In the Seed Detectives home learning activity, remind children that some 
garden plants can be poisonous, so they should ask an adult to help them 
choose which ones to investigate.

Home Learning
Seed Detectives: In this activity, children will look investigate the variety in 
size and shape of different seeds, and what plants they grow into.

Bean Diary: This activity is ongoing over 5 weeks, as the children keep 
track of how their bean plant grows. They draw a picture and measure the 
height of the plant each week, following its growth. At the end of this period, 
encourage them to compare their findings with a partner and discuss why 
each person may have different results.

...all children should be able to:
•	 recognise the features of diaries, explanation 

texts, instructions and traditional tales;
•	 use some of these features in their independent 

writing with support;
•	 retell the story of Jack and the Beanstalk orally.

Assessment Statements
By the end of this unit...

...some children will be able to:
•	 devise a variation on the Jack and the Beanstalk 

story for their own traditional tale;
•	 independently incorporate different genre 

features into their own writing;
•	 edit and improve their writing using their own 

and peer assessment.

...most children will be able to:
•	 independently use a range of different features 

for each genre;
•	 use prompts to write for a variety of purposes;
•	 write a traditional tale modelled on the shared 

story;
•	 Use a checklist to assess and improve their own 

writing.

Introduction
In this topic, the children will learn about plants. They will use the story of Jack and the Beanstalk as a background to following, ordering and writing 
instructions. They will learn how to identify the features of non-fiction texts (using an explanation text) and to answer questions. They will plan, write and 
edit a diary of the events in this traditional story. They will also have an opportunity to write a similarly-themed traditional tale.

Educational Visits
Arrange to visit a local farm or allotment society to see a wide range of 
plants being nurtured. 

Weblinks
http://www.kew.org/visit-kew-gardens The world-famous gardens and 
greenhouses in London are home to an amazing collection of plants.

http://heligan.com/ The Lost Gardens of Heligan in Cornwall have been 
restored to their former glory and allow you to visit a genuine jungle without 
even leaving the UK.

http://www.edenproject.com/ Visit a humid rainforest and a hot, dry desert, 
along with acres of beautiful plants from our own temperate zone.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/gardening/gardening_with_children/

To find out more about PlanIt download our free guide here.

http://www.nsalg.org.uk/about-us/contact-us/
http://www.kew.org/visit-kew-gardens
http://heligan.com/
http://www.edenproject.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/gardening/gardening_with_children/
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Instructions

Following Instructions
Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning.
I can use layout to follow instructions.

Writing Instructions
In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices.
I can write instructions.
Headings and sub-headings to aid presentation.
I can use headings and sub-headings.

Personal Writing

Planning a Diary Entry
Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar.
I can plan a diary entry.

Writing a Diary Entry
Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, because) adverbs, (then, next, soon, therefore), or prepositions 
(before, after, during, in, because of).
I can write a diary entry.

Editing a Diary Entry
Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others' writing and suggesting improvements.
I can edit a diary entry.

Lesson Breakdown

Explanation

Recognising Features of Explanation Texts
Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning.
I can identify features of an explanation text.

Showing Understanding of a Non-Fiction Text
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context. 
I can discuss my ideas about a text.
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence.
I can answer questions about a text.

Writing an Explanation Text
Organising paragraphs around a theme.
I can write an explanation text.

National Curriculum Aim    Lesson Context    Child Friendly

Story Writing

Telling a Traditional Tale
Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar.
I can use a traditional tale to help me retell the story.

Planning a Traditional Tale
Composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of 
sentence structures.
I can suggest details to interest the reader.

Writing a Traditional Tale
In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot.
I can create a new traditional tale.
Begin to use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech.
I can use direct speech in a story.

Editing a Traditional Tale
Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements.
I can edit and improve a traditional tale.
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To find out more about PlanIt download our free guide here.

Reading

•	 Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning.
•	 Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in 

context.

Writing

•	 Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary and grammar.

•	 Discussing and recording ideas.
•	 Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

•	 Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, because) adverbs, (then, next, 
soon, therefore), or prepositions (before, after, during, in, because of).

•	 Headings and sub-headings to aid presentation.

Aims

WriteIt
Our WriteIt lessons and resources have been specially designed to create an independent writing opportunity for children, with minimal teacher input.  
The activity sheets are not differentiated because they have been created for writing assessment purposes. These packs are structured to deliver 
lessons mirroring the learning that has taken place within this topic, whilst providing assessment opportunities and checklists for teachers.

WriteIt

Instructions
Using simple organisational devices.
I can write an instruction text independently.

Diary
Discussing and recording ideas.
I can write a diary entry independently.

Explanations
Organising paragraphs around a theme.
I can write an explanation text independently.

Story Writing
In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot.
Begin to use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech.
I can write a traditional tale.


