Luke 24: 1-9 - The Empty Tomb

Some of the women who followed Jesus go to visit his tomb. Luke’s Gospel describes what they see:

‘But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices which they
had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they did
not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling
apparel; and as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why
do you seek the living among the dead? Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that
the Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and on the third day
rise.” And they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb they told all this to the eleven
[apostles] and to all the rest.’

1) What do the women find at the tomb?

2) Who are the men ‘in dazzling apparel’ at the tomb?

3) What do they tell the women?

4) What do the women do at the end?

5) What does this story tell us about Jesus?
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Luke 24: 1-9 - The Empty Tomb Answers

Some of the women who followed Jesus go to visit his tomb. Luke’s Gospel describes what they see:

‘But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices which they
had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they did
not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling
apparel; and as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why
do you seek the living among the dead? Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that
the Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and on the third day
rise.” And they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb they told all this to the eleven
[apostles] and to all the rest.’

1) What do the women find at the tomb?

The women find the tomb has been opened and Jesus’ body is gone.

2) Who are the men ‘in dazzling apparel’ at the tomb?

They are angels.

3) What do they tell the women?

The angels tell them that, as he predicted, Jesus has risen from the dead.
4) What do the women do at the end?

The women then go to tell the other disciples.

5) What does this story tell us about Jesus?

It shows that Jesus has the power to overcome death. To Christians, therefore, he must be the Son
of God.
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