
DISCOVER ATHENS

1.	 Who is Athens named after? 
�

2.	  Put three of these answers in the correct box:  
13th century BC, 490 BC, 438 BC, 3,300 years, 12,000 years, 15,000 years

Athens is widely regarded as the historical capital of the world. Dating 
back to the Neolithic period, Greece’s capital city is over 12,000 years 
old which makes it one of the oldest on the planet. Named after the 
Greek Goddess Athena, Athens is situated in the south east of the 
country. It was the heart of the Ancient Greek civilisation and the 
birthplace of democracy. 

Today, it is a popular holiday destination with its mix of sun, sea and 
culture. The city is blessed with ancient monuments and buildings, 
museums, cafes, bars and shopping centres. Athens also has some of 
the best beaches in Europe, and is close to the bustling Port of Pireus. 

Acropolis 
The Acropolis is one of the historic jewels of 
Athens. It’s a collection of ancient monuments 
situated on a rocky hill in the centre of the city. 
The acropolis’s walls have surrounded it for more 
than 3,300 years, but there is evidence that it 
was first built in the 13th century BC! That’s 
around 15,000 years ago! It’s well worth a visit! 

Parthenon 
The Parthenon is probably the acropolis’s most 
famous buildings. Built to worship the Goddess 
Athena after the Greek victory at Marathon in 
490BC, this ancient temple was finally completed 
in 438BC. Interestingly, the Parthenon wasn’t the 
first temple to be built on the acropolis and replaced 
an older temple of Athena that was destroyed after 
a Persian invasion!

Book your holiday to 
Athens today!

The year the Parthenon was finally completed.

The year of the Greek victory in Marathon.

Evidence of the Acropolis first being built is this many years ago.

3.	 ‘Athens is widely regarded as the historical capital of the world.’   
What does ‘widely regarded’ mean?  
�

4.	 Can you write another persuasive catchphrase for the advertisement to encourage people 
to visit Athens or one of its tourist attractions?   
�
�


