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Orpheus and Eurydice

There once lived a musician called Orpheus, who could play his lyre (instrument) so beautifully that his music
would enchant (put a spell on) all who heard it. It was so powerful that it could turn bad men good and
tame even the most wild of beasts.

One day Orpheus met the most beautiful woman he had ever seen. Her name was Eurydice and Orpheus fell
in love with her. When Eurydice saw Orpheus playing her heart melted and she fell in love with him.

One day when Eurydice was enjoying a walk through the woods she tripped over a log and landed with a
thud on the ground. It was then that a snake crawled out from beneath the log and bit her. It was so
poisonous she died.

When Orpheus heard what had happened he was upset. She had been taken from him so soon and he could
not bear the thought of life without her. Orpheus played his music to help him to feel better. The music was
so sad that it moved the men, gods and even the plants and trees to tears.

Orpheus decided that he must try to bring Eurydice back to him. He set out to beg Hades — god of the
underworld - to allow his wife to return back to life. Hades was so moved by the lovely music Orpheus played
for him, that he agreed to give him the chance to get Eurydice back. He set Orpheus a challenge:

“I will let Eurydice follow you out of the underworld on one condition: whatever obstacles (problems) you
may come across on your journey you must not look back at your wife. If you do look back then she will
stay here with me forever.”

Orpheus accepted the challenge at once. He was happy to do anything to get back his lost wife and he
thought that it would be easy!

Orpheus set off on his journey with his beautiful Eurydice behind him, but soon he came to a huge wooden
door which was chained shut. Orpheus began to play a magical tune. The chains burst off the door and it

swung open, allowing Orpheus to carry on. The man was desperate to turn around to check that Eurydice
was still there but he managed not to.

Orpheus found himself inside a dark, smelly room. Orpheus had to press his hands against the slimy walls
to feel his way along. After a few minutes he heard heavy breathing which quickly changed into a deep
rumbling growl and then a thunderous roar. Orpheus’ heart pounded in his chest and his ears rang. He could
just make out the shape of a huge three headed dog looking down on him hungrily. It was Cerberus - Hades’
giant hound. Orpheus grabbed his instrument with trembling hands and began to play some music. At once
the dog dropped to the ground, closed its eyes and began to snore. Orpheus crept on, stepping over the dog's
paws while continuing to play his instrument. Finally he reached the end of the room and slipped out.
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Orpheus and Eurydice

In his terror Orpheus had forgotten about Eurydice following him and he began to panic about whether she
had made it past the dog. Then he remembered Hades” words — Eurydice would follow safely as long as he
did not look back at her and so he managed to calm down. He could see the black waters of the river ahead
of him and he knew that once he had sailed across the river he would be with his wife once more.

Orpheus walked towards the river where two boats were waiting. He climbed into the first boat and the
magical waters started to ripple, pushing the boat on its way. Orpheus could hear Eurydice following in the
second boat and he smiled happily knowing his quest would be a success! Suddenly huge waves started to
crash against the boat, knocking Orpheus to the deck. Orpheus scrabbled around to try and grab hold of his
instrument. He managed to get a grip on it and he strummed out a single sound. At once the waves stopped
and the boat became calm. Orpheus’ music had saved him again!

Orpheus listened for the sound of Eurydice’s boat behind him but he could not hear it anymore. He started
to worry that the waves had overturned her boat. Without thinking Orpheus turned around to look. Eurydice
was therel Her boat was sailing towards him and she waved and smiled, filling his heart with joy. Then it
happened. Eurydice’s boat plunged straight down below the water and in a heartbeat she was gone. Lost to
him for the second time.

Orpheus was devastated. He had almost succeeded in the quest and now his foolishness had cost him dearly.
He was never able to forgive himself for what had happened and he played bitter, sad music on his
instrument for the rest of his life on earth.
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Orpheus and Eurydice

Read the story carefully, then answer the following questions in as much detail as

you can:
1. How do we know that Orpheus’ music was so powerful?
2. How did Eurydice die?
3. Where did Orpheus go to try and get Eurydice back?
4. Orpheus faced three problems on his journey. What were they?
5. Draw and label a picture of Cerberus.
6. Orpheus was scared when he saw Cerberus. Find a sentence in the story that tells us this.

/.
8.

Why did Orpheus look back across the river for Eurydice.
Orpheus thought his quest would be easy. Why did he fail?

Challenge:

Can you think of another problem for Orpheus in the story?
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Orpheus and Eurydice - Answers

Read the story carefully, then answer the following questions in as much detail as
you can:

1.

How do we know that Orpheus’ music was so powerful?

Orpheus’ music could enchant all who heard it. It could turn bad men good and tame
wild beasts.

How did Eurydice die?

Erydice was bitten by a poisonous snake, which was venomous enough to kill her.
Where did Orpheus go to try and get Eurydice back?

Orpheus travelled to the underworld, to beg Hades to bring her back.

Orpheus faced three problems on his journey. What were they?

The first obstacle was a huge wooden door chained shut. The next was a dark, smelly
room with Cerberus (Hades three headed hound) guarding it. The final obstacle was
“slick black hands and arms” formed from the inky waters of the river Styx and
attacking him.

Draw and label a picture of Cerberus.

Students are asked to draw a picture of the “enormous three headed dog”. They may
have taken cues from its description as “Hades’ grotesque hound” and “beastly dog”
with monstrous paws.

Orpheus was scared when he saw Cerberus. Find a sentence in the story that tells
us this.

Either the sentence; “Orpheus’ heart pounded in his chest and his ears rang” or “Orpheus
grabbed his instrument with trembling hands and began to play some music.”

Why did Orpheus look back across the river for Eurydice?

Orpheus looked back because he could no longer hear Eurydice’s boat, and he was
worried the hands had taken her.

Orpheus thought his quest would be easy. Why did he fail?

Orpheus failed because he was anxious to see Eurydice again. He was scared for her safety.

Challenge:
Can you think of another problem for Orpheus in the story?
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