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30 Debate 
topics for 
ESL Students

1. 1. Cats are better Cats are better 
than dogs.than dogs.

2. Homework 2. Homework 
should be  should be  
banned.banned.

3. School 3. School 
holidays should holidays should 

be longer.be longer.
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5. All kids 5. All kids 
should wear should wear 

school uniforms.school uniforms.

4. Every 4. Every 
classroom classroom 

should have a should have a 
class pet.class pet.

6. Soda should 6. Soda should 
be banned.be banned.

7. Teachers 7. Teachers 
should be should be 
replaced replaced 

with robots.with robots.
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9. Kids should 9. Kids should 
go on a school go on a school 

trip once a weektrip once a week

10. All children 10. All children 
should learn to should learn to 
play a musical play a musical 

instrument.instrument.

8. Video games 8. Video games 
should be should be 

banned for kids.banned for kids.
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1. All museums 1. All museums 
should be free to should be free to 

the publicthe public

2. Zoos are cruel and 2. Zoos are cruel and 
should be banned.should be banned.

3. The minimum 3. The minimum 
age for using social age for using social 
media should be 18.media should be 18.

4. Children should 4. Children should 
not be allowed to not be allowed to 

eat junk food.eat junk food.
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5. Airline flights 5. Airline flights 
should be limited should be limited 
to once a year for to once a year for 

everybody.everybody.

6. Phones should be 6. Phones should be 
banned from school.banned from school.

7. Kids should be 7. Kids should be 
allowed to drive allowed to drive 
cars from age 14.cars from age 14.

8. Boys and girls 8. Boys and girls 
should play on the should play on the 
same sports teams.same sports teams.
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9. Money can buy 9. Money can buy 
happiness.happiness.

10. Parents should 10. Parents should 
pay kids for getting pay kids for getting 

good grades good grades 
at school.at school.
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2. We should reduce 2. We should reduce 
the number of exams the number of exams 

in high school.in high school.

3. Internet access 3. Internet access 
should be free.should be free.

4. People should 4. People should 
only have to work only have to work 

4 days a week.4 days a week.

30 Debate topics for ESL Students Advanced30 Debate topics for ESL Students Advanced

1. University 1. University 
education education 

should be free.should be free.
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5. At least 75% 5. At least 75% 
of energy should of energy should 

come from come from 
renewable sources.renewable sources.

6. Parents should 6. Parents should 
have an equal share have an equal share 
of household chores.of household chores.

7. People should 7. People should 
only eat meat only eat meat 
once a week.once a week.

8. Kids should 8. Kids should 
receive financial receive financial 

education at school.education at school.
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9. Everyone 9. Everyone 
should spend should spend 
1 day a month 1 day a month 
volunteering.volunteering.

10. Footballers make 10. Footballers make 
too much money.too much money.
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