
5a

Mr Gale,s

Garden



Rhino Readers provides inspiring fiction and non-fiction 
books for every reader. Watch children fall in love with reading 

as they set off on a phonics-led journey, with many stories 
featuring popular characters from the Twinkl Phonics world.

Find everything you need at twinkl.com/phonics

The Perfect Companion
Six levels of perfectly planned phonics lessons. 

Teaching PowerPoints, games and more! 

Validated by the Department for Education.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/reading-scheme


First published 2020 © Twinkl Ltd of Wards Exchange,  
197 Ecclesall Road, Sheffield S11 8HW

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by any information and 

retrieval system, without permission in writing from Twinkl Ltd. 

Copyright © Twinkl Ltd. 2020

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, businesses, places, events and incidents 
are either the products of the author’s imagination or used in a fictitious manner. Any 
resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events is purely coincidental. 

We’re passionate about giving our children a sustainable future, which is why this book is 
made from Forest Stewardship Council® certified paper. Learn how our Twinkl Green policy 

gives the planet a helping hand at www.twinkl.com/twinkl-green. 

Printed in the United Kingdom.

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

Twinkl is a registered trademark of Twinkl Ltd.

Mr Gale,s
Garden



ea

leaf

a-e

cake

i-e

slide

u

unicorn

ou

mouth

e-e

trapeze

ay

pray

around

eachsprouts

came

these prize swedes

leaping

maybe

Read the focus words.
The dots and dashes show where one sound is made by one or 
more letters. The smile line shows one sound made by two vowels 
that are split by a consonant.

Say the sounds.
If your child needs help, point to the picture and 
read the word to them. 

Before
Reading

Read the common exception words.
Parts of these words cannot be sounded out at this level. 
Read the word to your child if they need help.

Mr
asked
could

water
oh

love

your
called
looked
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Jake liked to help Mr Gale 
in his garden. 
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One day, he was rooting around 
in Mr Gale’s garden shed. 

“What are these?” asked Jake. 
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“They look like seeds of some 
sort,” said Mr Gale.

“Could we plant them and see 
what sprouts?” asked Jake. 

Mr Gale nodded. “Maybe they 
will win us a prize.”
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Jake and Mr Gale planted the 
seeds in the ground. 

Each day, Jake came to water 
the seeds. Then, one morning...
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...there was a super sight!
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There were radishes running... ...and sweetcorn singing. 

“Oh, what a racket!”  
shouted Mr Gale. 

...beans bopping...
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There were swedes snoring... ...and leeks leaping. 

...peas popping... 
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“This is an odd garden! 
I love it!” said Jake. 

“It is indeed,” agreed Mr Gale.
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“How are your plants getting  
on?” called Mum. 

Jake and Mr Gale looked  
at her. “Could they win a prize?”  
she asked.
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“Maybe,” said Jake, with a grin. What super seeds Jake  
had found! 



Rhino Challenge! 

•	 Draw or paint a picture of a magical garden 
that you would like to grow or visit.

•	 Plant some seeds in some pots or in your 
garden. Remember to water them and watch 
them grow! 
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2
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This activity must be done under adult supervision. The adult is 
responsible for ensuring that the activity is safe.

Look at the pictures and retell the story.

? What do you enjoy doing outdoors?

? Why do you think Jake grins at  
the end?

? What unusual things are the vegetables 
doing in the story?

? How do you think Jake and Mr Gale 
feel when they first see the vegetables?

After
Reading

 Read these pages to your child and 
complete the activities together.



Helpfully organised by level, 
you’ll find a growing library 
just waiting to be explored!

Got a question? Find our handy teaching guide at twinkl.com/reading-scheme. 

Written by experienced teachers, Rhino Readers books are here to help 
educators match the perfect book to every child’s reading stage.
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Read our books on the go and never miss a 
chance to practise with the Rhino Readers app!
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Creating Unstoppable Readers 
Rhino Readers is a collection of engaging phonics-led books that take 
children from decoding to fluency. Pri

nted in

the UK

Jake finds some odd-looking  
seeds in Mr Gale’s garden shed. 
They plant them, water them  

and wait. 

What will the seeds  
turn into? 
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