The Bad Birfhday

Josie woke up one Safurdmj mornmg fee/mg grumpy. She was annoged. [t was her little
brother Alfie’s birﬁvdag, and there was going to be a big parfg at their house. Josie was
jea/ous and irritated that she wouldn't be geﬁmg as much attention as Alfie. “/'/umph,”
exhaled Josie as she sTomped down the stairs. Josie was nine years old, had short brown
hair and dark eyes that a/wags looked like she knew more than she let on. Alfie was seven,
had /lghfer hair and blg eyes with /ong ege/ashes — Josie was sure this was Whg he goT
away with more than she did.

A little /m‘er, after breakfast but before /unch, Mum  was going around chec/emg euergﬂu’ng
was ready for the p(m‘g. Alfie was so excited that he was jumpmg around every room in

the house, which on/g annoyed Josie more.
“Can you STOP jumping./” she shouted.

“/\/ope/ Too excited!” called Alfie as he sprung pasf her into the next room. Crumb/mg fo

herse/f, Josie went back upsfairs to her room to hide away and read.

After Alfie and his friends had p/aged a few parfg games, Mum called Josie downstairs for
presem‘s and cake. Josie didn’t want to see Alfie open presem‘s; she was jea/ous that she
wasn't geﬁing any new Togs Todag. Once Alfie had opened all the giffs and everyone had
sung '/‘/aplmj Birfhdag', the guesrs took their good/e bags, waved gooa’bge and went home.
While everyone was /eaving, Josie snuck to the lm’/e of presem‘s and dug Throug/) them.

Josie found the most excifmg /oo/eing Toy and Tipfoed out of the /ounge with Alfie’s new
Dino—RoboT—SfJaceman hidden behind her back. Loo/eing both ways in the ha//wag to check it
was clear, she sprinfea’ up the stairs to her room, slammed the door and f/ung open her
wardrobe. Quic/e/g, she dmgged eueryfhing out from the bottom of the wardrobe and tucked
the Dino—RoboT—Spaceman at the very back before Throu/mg all her stuff on Toln of it

to hide it.

A little later that afternoon, Josie was in her room readmg a book, when all of a sudden,
Dad shoufed, “Josiel” Trging very hard to look as innocent as an ange/, Josie opened her

bedroom door and crepT downstairs.
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“JOS/e, have you seen Alfie’s new D/’no—RoboT—S'Daceman ?" Dad asked. “/\/o, deflmfe/g noT,”
relo/ied Josie.

“Are you Te//ing the truth?” Dad looked into Josies eyes and knew there was somefhlng

else gomg on. Josie's face went as red as a tomato.

“The last time [ saw it, it was over there in the pi/e of presem‘s," lied Josie.
“/\/\agbe we  should g0 and check the bedrooms Just in case,” su%es?‘ea’ Mum.
“Good idea,” said Dad.

Josie started to panic. Just as Dad was about to head upsmirs, Josie cracked

Mﬂd@i’ PF€SSMI"€.

“All rlghf, [ took it!” she confessed. Alfie sTopped crging. Dad looked shocked, while Mum
looked furious. Josie felt about [0 centimetres tall as Mum started Te//ing her off.

“It's his specia/ dag./ How could you be so unkind! | Thoughf you were a better role
model than this. ['m very c/isalnlnoinfec/ n gou.” Josie started crging and ran Mpsm/'rs fo geT

Alfie’s Dino—RoboT—Slnaceman.
“There, I'm sorry [ took it; [ was j’ea/ous."
“Thank you for domg the rlghf Thing, Jos/e," said Dad ca/m/ﬂ.

Later that afTernoon, Alfie was happi/g p/agmg with his new Togs. Josie had been su//eing n
her room after bemg told off bg Mum.

“Do you want to P/ag with me?” came a qulef voice at the doorwag. Josie looked up. [t
was Alfie. “T'll et you p/ag with the Dino—RoboT—Slnaceman if you want.”

Alfie and Josie spem‘ the rest of the afternoon p/ag/ng with Alfie’s new Togs, and Josie
smiled for the first time that dag. Dad popped his head around the corner of Alfie’s room

and smiled too.

“HEﬂ, leM fwo. HOW abouf we haue j@//ﬂ and Cﬂ/€€ fOI" dinner?"

“Yes!” shouted Josie and Alfie. The f’ami/g spem‘ the euemng
Togefher /aughing and smi/ing, and everyone went to bed

U@V’g happg
The End
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