
Addition Strategy
Compensation Method

Compensate means to ‘weigh’. We try and get 
our numbers more equal to make adding easier.

27 + 15 =
Make it easy! Make one number a ten.

27 + 15 =

It’s all about balance! What you do to one side to make a 
tens number, you do to the other side to balance it out. 

Now we have...

30 + 12 = 42

27 + 3
= 30

15 - 3
= 12
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Addition Strategy
Compensation Method

Compensate means to ‘weigh’. We try and get 
our numbers more equal to make adding easier.

14 + 39 =
Make it easy! Make one number a ten.

14 + 39 =

It’s all about balance! What you do to one side to make a 
tens number, you do to the other side to balance it out. 

Now we have...

13 + 40 = 53

14 - 1
= 13

39 + 1
= 40
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