
Summarising Practice
A summary is a short version of a text that only includes the most important 
points and information. You can use SUM to help you remember what makes 
a good summary. 

S – Shorter than the original

U – Using your own words

M – Main points only

Have a go at writing a summary of the text below by completing the activities 
on the next page. 

Yesterday I went to the zoo with my family, my cousins, Auntie Mary and 
Uncle Rob. It was my baby cousin Harriet’s birthday, she turned two, so we 
all got to go to the zoo together to celebrate. While we were there we saw 
elephants, giraffes, meerkats, lions and a gorilla. It was the best day ever! We 
even got to have a picnic for lunch with chocolate birthday cake, yum!
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Summarising Practice

The Main Idea

What was this text about?

Create a mind map using some of the key words and main ideas  
from the text.
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If you had to explain to another person what you have read, what would you 
tell them? Write your answer in the box below.

Summarising Practice
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