Would you
put your best
friend out on
the street?

BRITONS are known to be animal
lovers, especially when it comes to
dogs and cats. So it may surprise you
to know that over 100,000 dogs are
abandoned every year in the UK.

This is largely a hidden problem - we
do not routinely see dogs wandering
the streets. But the fact that local
councils are efficient when it comes
to picking them up, does not mean
a problem doesnt exist. Local
authorities take an average of 300
dogs per day from our streets - and
all of them need to go somewhere.
Councils often work in conjunction
with animal charities to look after
and re-home dogs, but not all have a
happy ending.

If a dog's owner does not claim the
dog within seven days or there is no
local shelter to take the dog, they
have to be put to sleep.

Too many and too expensive

So why do we have such a large
problem? There are several factors:

There were over 100,000 strays on Britain’s streets last year.

There are too many people breeding
dogs without knowing the puppies
have somewhere to go.

The economic downturn has meant
many people can no longer afford
their dog and so abandon it to let it
fend for itself.

More people buy dogs than adopt
them - if this were reversed the
problem of abandoned dogs would
reduce.

Not all strays are abandoned

Of course, not all the dogs on the
street are abandoned. | had a border
collie who ran away quite a few times,
just for the fun of it. Luckily he had a
tag and was chipped and was always
returned to me by helpful members
of the public.

For dog owners it is important to
take these precautions: make sure
your dog is microchipped (and if you
move, update the chip information)
and has a collar and a tag, that way

the local council or members of the
public can contact you if they find
your dog.

You can help

If you wish to help those animals who
aren't so fortunate as to have a loving
family, please donate or volunteer
at any of the many charities that
help dogs in need for example the
RSPCA, Dogs Trust, Blue Cross and
Four Paws. These charities work with
the money from donations only and
rely on the generosity of the British
public.

And remember - if you want a dog,
adopt one. There are many loving
and friendly dogs out there just
looking for the perfect companion.
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Think safety first. Assess the dog from a distance. Isitin If there is no tag, you could first take it to a local

any danger? Is it causing any danger? (Like running into vet or animal shelter for a microchip scan. My dog

traffic). It is easy to make a situation worse if you rush in was an expert at getting out of his collar, but he couldn’t
without thinking. If the dog is injured or frightened it could escape his chip!

become aggressive. If you are unsure, DO NOT approach.

If you still can't find the owner, ring your local council

If you can't get near the dog, write down a good to come and pick the dog up.

description of it and the location and ring your local

authority to report it.
If you decide you would like to keep the dog, the local

council may leave it in your care. Please remember

If the dog is friendly and happy to go with you, examine though that even if you have the dog for months or years,

its collar for a tag and contact the owner if details if the original owner turns up you would still have to give

are present. the dog back.
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