
Beyond Debate
Teacher Guidance

Beyond Debate resources are flexible enough to use in a variety of ways depending on your class, teaching 
style or subject specialism. You might wish to use them as form time discussions, PSHE activities or speaking 
and listening activities in an English lesson. Each debate comes with context surrounding the topic, three 
small activities and a Big Question for students to debate. There are some examples below of the activities 
that you might find in our Debate Packs.

What Do You Think? Activity
Students will be presented with opposing 
opinions and asked to respond to both, 
explaining who they agree with and why.

Example: What do you think? Should we ban Trick 
or Treating or is it just harmless fun? Respond to 
each person’s opinion.

For and Against Activity
Students will be asked to collate for/against 
statements on an issue or question, encouraging 
critical thinking and debate skills that will allow 
them to consider points of views that may differ 
from their own.
Example: List reasons for and against the use of 
animal testing in medical trials.

Research Activity
Students will be asked to research the chosen 
topic further and find out more. This could 
be done as part of a longer PSHE lesson, a 
homework task or on their phones during form 
time if school policy allows.

Example: Using books or the Internet, research 
further effects that smoking can have upon  
the body.

Personal Response Activity
Students will be asked to present their own ideas/
thoughts in the form of a short writing task – this 
could take place before or after a wider debate 
undertaken as a class.

Example: Should the UK develop more nuclear 
weapons? Outline your own ideas and thoughts below.

Advice Activity
Students will be asked to present advice to a 
persona featured in the PowerPoint resource, 
justifying their advice and explaining why they 
believe their advice to be useful in a particular 
situation or in tackling a particular issue.

Example: What advice would you give to a year 6 
student who is worried about their SATs?

Action Plan Activity
Students will be asked to produce action points 
in order to tackle or challenge a particular issue, 
stating how they plan to achieve their goals.

Example: Come up with an action plan that will 
help you reduce plastic waste in your school and  
local community.

Big Question Activity
Students will be asked, typically as a group, to discuss the Big Question the debate is based 
on and produce a response to the question in the form of a short speech or presentation that 
can be shared with the rest of the class.

Example: ‘Smoking Should Be Banned Completely’ – Discuss the Big Question as a group and collect 
your ideas before presenting them to the rest of the class.


